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adrsta itself? Literally, it means that which is not
seen. That is, it is an unseen force which is mainly
due to the deeds performed by a man. These deeds
may be due to merit, or demerit, or both. It is even
identified with dharma and adharma. However, such
motions which cannot be explained through ordinary
causes mentioned above are attributed to this adrsta.
Hence, we find that the causality of adrsta is assumed
in producing motion in the following cases:

(a) The motion found in jewels, needle etc.88 Thus,
when anything is stolen away and the thief is not
caught, the man, learned in the art of catching thief,
performs some rites in a vessel or a pot, made of some
-jewel or metal, filled with water. The vessel then is
placed on the ground and some one is asked to
hold the top of the vessel firmly with his right hand.
The artist then repeats some mantras., through the
force of which the vessel held by the third person,
moves towards the direction in which the stolen property
is kept. When the vessel reaches the exact place where
the property is lying, it stops. Now, in this case, the
motion of the vessel is not due to any effort. It is
assumed to be either due to the good luck of the real
master of the property or the misfortune of the thief.
Here, the vessel is the material cause of the motion, the
contact of the vessel with the A.tman of the thief having
adrsta as the non-material cause, and the demerit of the
thief as the instrumental cause.89

Similarly, the case of the motion of the needle
or any piece of iron towards the magnet is also attri-
buted to adrsta. Again, the motion found in grass
while moving towards the grass-magnet (trnakanta) is
also attributed to adrsta. In these cases, needle and
grass are the material causes, the conjunction with the
A.tman of the person possessing adrsta and is affected
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